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Ethiopia 


PDRE State Council Holds First Meeting 
EA142043 Addis Ababa in Amharic 
to Neighboring Countries 1600 GMT 14 Sep 87 


[Text] In its first regular meeting today, the State Coun- 
cil of the People’s Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 
{[PDRE] assessed various documents and prepared an 
agenda to be presented to the second session of the 
National Shengo [Assembly]. During the meeting, 
chaired by Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secretary 
general of the WPE Central Committee, president of the 
PDRE, and commander in chief of the revolutionary 
Armed Forces, the State Council assigned areas of 
responsibility to its members. 


EPLF Forces Launch Year's ‘Heaviest Attack’ 
E.4131106 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 13 Sep 87 


[Excerpt] In their heaviest attack of this year, the com- 
batants of the EPLF have scattered enemy troops sta- 
tioned at five localities in Anseba, west of Asmera, and 
put 940 Ethiopian troops out of action. 


The attack was carried out by our peoples, the zonal 
army, and militiamen the day before yesterday from 
0500-0900 at Deki (Dashim), Mekerka, Deki (Shihay), 
Debri adi (Hanis), and [word indistinct]. Our combat- 
ants scattered enemy troops stationed about “0 kms west 
of Asmera and repulsed two of the enemy's brigades 
which were supported by tanks and air fighters deployed 
from Asmera. 


In the 4 hours of heavy fighting, our combatants killed 
350 Ethiopian troops, wounded 560, and captured 31. 
Our combatants captured 132 heavy, medium, and light 
weapons and thousands of explosives. [passage omitted] 


Kenya 


Ministry Protests Ugandan Press ‘Attacks’ 
EA111704 Nairobi KNA in English 
1515 GMT 11 Sep 87 


[Text] Nairobi, 11 Sep—The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
has issued a statement strongly protesting to the Ugan- 
dan Government against constant and uncalled-for 
attacks on Kenya by the Ugandan local press. The 
statement said, Kenya government is seriously perturbed 
by these anti-Kenyan campaigns being actively pro- 
moted and championed by the Ugandan newspapers. 


It singled out the “7e/lecast’’ newspaper, which is owned 
and run by prominent personalities within the Ugandan 
National Resistance Army (NRA) as being in the fore- 
front of this smear campaign. Between Ist and 9th 
September this year, the “ Telecast” had on four different 
occasions published stories with alarming headlines, 
claiming that Kenya had sent a police constable to spy 
against Uganda and that Kenya was becoming uneasy in 
running its own government. 
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The ministry strongly refuted these allegations by the 
Ugandan newspapers and said the accusations were 
baseless, slanderous and malicious. They do not help in 
maintaining good neighbourly relations between our two 
coutnries. The “ 7elecast’” or any other newspaper in 
Uganda will see the wisdom in a balanced reporting 
rather than engaging in slander, diatribe and malicious 
propaganda aimed at destroying the understanding that 
exists between Kenya and Uganda, the statement said. 


Recalling that President Museveni had expressed con- 
cern on the manner in which Ugandan newspapers were 
writing about Kenya, we wondered whether there has 
been a change of policy regarding this matter. During the 
Kenya/Uganda meeting held in Nairobi earlier this year, 
it was further resolved that the press should refrain from 
hostile publicity against each other. 


The statement reiterated that Kenya and Uganda are 
neighbours and will continue to do so. [sentence as 
received] Kenya, the statement concluded, is committed 
to the maintenance of good neighbourliness and will not 
interfere with the internal affairs of other states. 


Uganda 


Exiles Form Party To ‘Eliminate’ Museveni 
EA150942 Nairobi KENYA TIMES in English 
15 Sep 87 p 1 


[Excerpt] Ugandans in exile yesterday announced the 
formation of another political party to fight President 
Yoweri Museveni regime. The new party known as 
Uganda National Redemption, is led by Maj Ayoub M. 


Igaa. 


The “Kenya Times” learned the aims and objectives of 
the new party will be to eliminate President Museveni's 
regime and unite all the people of Uganda in and outside 
the country rega.dless of colour, tribe or creed. They will 
also demand the immediate and unconditional release of 
all political detainees and prisoners at Luzira and other 
prisons. 


“We urge the government of President Museveni to 
immediately stop massacring innocent Ugandans and to 
immediately lift the ban on journalists, missionaries and 
the Red Cross workers from the war zones.” Maj Igaa 
said that to achieve their aims and objectives, the 
Uganda National Redemption will fight the Museveni 
regime and eliminate inustices in the country. It will seek 
for aid in the form of military hardware from any willing 
and able states worldwide. The new party also intends to 
recruit military personnel. 


He said that after achieving its aims, the party will 
establish good links with all neighbouring countries. The 
Uganda National Redemption will try to restore peace 
and tranquility in the whole of Uganda and invite all 
foreign investors to freely carry out their businesses in 
Uganda. [passage omitted] 
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Angola 


Justice Minister, Delegation Depart for U.N. 
MB141538 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 14 Sep 87 


[Press communique released by the Ministry of External 
Relations on 14 September] 


[Text] A government delegation headed by Comrade 
Franca van Dunem, minister of justice for the People’s 
Republic of Angola, left for New York yesterday, 13 
September, to take part in the 42d session of the UN 
General Assembly. 


The delegation includes Ambassador Elisio de Figuei- 
redo, Angola’s permanent representative to the United 
Nations, Comrade Olga Lima, director of the Interna- 
tional Organization Directorate, as well as other officials 
from the Ministry of External Relations. 


FAPLA Destroys UNITA Camps, Captures Materiel 
MB150624 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 15 Sep 87 


[Text] On 9 September in the Lucala district of Cuanza 
Norte Province FAPLA forces killed five armed bandits 
and captured large quantities of war materiel. Citing 
military sources, ANGOP says that the UNITA bandits 
were killed as they attempted to attack a column of 
civilian vehicles carrying goods from Uige province. 


In Namibe province two camps used as sanctuaries for 
UNITA bandits were recently destroyed in the (Muleve) 
and (Mulumbo) areas, during a joint operation carried 
out by the People’s Defense Organization [ODP]-Terri- 
torial Forces and the defense and security forces sta- 
tioned in the Camucuio district. A military source, who 
disclosed this to ANGOP on the occasion of the : 2th 
anniversary of the founding of the ODP-Territonal 
Forces on | 3 September, said that assorted war materiel 
and goods stolen from the residents were recovered. 


UNITA’s Chitunda Criticizes MPLA Initiatives 
MB150640 (Clandestine) KUP in Portuguese to 
Southern and Central Africa 0600 GMT 15 Sep 87 


[Text] Jamba, provisional capital of the free land of 
Angola, 15 Sep (KUP)}—The MPLA regime has deliber- 
ately drawn a veil over the current military offensive 
backed by the Soviets and Cubans against UNITA’s 
strategic position of Mavinga, in order to avoid embar- 
rassment should the offensive prove to be a failure. 


Speaking at a cultural show in Jamba last night, UNITA 
Vice President Jeremias Chitunda said that the MPLA 
has in fact been doing its best to capture Mavinga to 
coincide with Eduardo dos Santos’ visits to France and 
Portugal, hoping to show that UNITA is a declining 
power in Angola. 


Vice President Chitunda said that the MPLA regime 
pretends to be flexible in its current diplomatic initia- 
tives with the United States, but this is part of its efforts 
to make the European tour a success. 
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The vice president added that UNITA’s decision to free 
130 [number as received] captured MPLA soldiers as 
part of the exchange of prisoners in the Mozambican 
capital, Maputo, showed the movement's desire to speed 
up the search for peace and freedom in Angola. 


The cultural show included traditional dances, a number 
of plays, and poetry. 


UNITA Reports 100 Angolan Troops Killed 
LD142112 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
2000 GMT 14 Sep 87 


{Text} In a communique issued in Lisbon this afternoon, 
the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [UNITA] says that its forces have destroyed 10 
Angolan tanks and killed 100 Angolan soldiers who were 
advancing toward Mavinga. The fighting took place last 
Wednesday and Thursday. UNITA adds that its forces 
also destroyed another nine military vehicles and dyna- 
mited the bridges on the (Goluana) River 


Mozambique 


Chissano Calls for Closer Ties With Ethiopia 
MB141150 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1100 GMT 14 Sep 87 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano said _ relations 
between Mozambique and Ethiopia have not grown as 
both countries wished mainly because of the war affect- 
ing them. President Chissano was speaking in Addis 
Ababa yesterday where he has been taking part in the 
celebrations of the creation of Ethiopia's people's dem- 
ocratic repubi.c and the 13th anniversary of the revolu- 
tion. The Mozambican leader said the war and drought 
in Mozambique and Ethiopia had forced their govern- 
ments to concentrate their attention on these problems. 
President Chissano said the two countries still have to 
explore various areas of possible cooperation. 


He, however, praised the level of diplomatic ties that 
exist between Maputo and Addis Ababa. President Chis- 
sano described as good the present atmosphere of diplo- 
matic relations, and noted that it was President 
Mengistu Haile Mariam himself who had proposed that 
Mozambique should open an embassy in Addis Ababa. 


The Mozambican leader stressed that there is a ned to 
intensify relations in all fields between the two countries 
and called on the Mozambican Embassy in Addis Ababa 
to play an important role toward attaining the desired 
level of cooperation. President Chissano was scheduled 
to end his stay in Ethiopia today. 


Returns From Addis Ababa 
MB141557 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1400 GMT 14 Sep 87 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano returned to Maputo 
this afternoon from Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethio- 
pia, where he attended celebrations marking the found- 
ing of the People’s Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and 
the 13th anniversary of the Ethiopian revolution. 
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President Chissano was seen off at the Addis Ababa 
airport by Ethiopian Prime Minister Fikre-Selassie and 
other Ethiopian officials, as well as officials from the 
Mozambican Embassy in Addis Ababa. Aboard his pres- 
idential plane, the Mozambican head of state sent a 
message of thanks to President Mengistu Haile Mariam 
for the warm reception and solidarity accorded to the 
Mozambican delegation during the 4-day stay in Addis 
Ababa. 


President Chissano left Maputo last Friday, accompa- 
nied by his wife, Mrs Marcelina Chissano; Feliciano 
Gundana, minister in the office of the president; Julio 
Carrilho, Central Committee secretary for administra- 
tion and cadres; Daniel Mbanze, deputy foreign minis- 
ter, and other party and state cadres. 


Renamo Rebels Reportedly Kill 15 in Raids 
AU 150716 Paris AFP in English 0140 GMT 15 Sep 87 


[Text] Lisbon, Sept 15 (AFP) - Twelve people were killed 
on Friday when Mozambican Renamo rebels attacked 
the northern port of Angoche, and three others died in 
central Mozambique the following day, the Portuguese 
news agency LUSA said on Monday. 


The agency, quoting a military source in Maputo, said 
several hundred guerrillas of the South-African-backed 
Mozambique National Resistance (Renamo) had 
attacked Angoche, triggering a five-hour gun-battle. 


It said they had wrecked a cashew-nut processing factory 
and the hospital laboratory. Cashew nuts are the 
country frbkond-biggest source of export revenue after 
fish. 


On Saturday, a Renamo band threw grenades at 100 
people celebrating at a house outside chimoio in Manica 
province. Three of the guests were killed outright and 61 
were injured. Eighteen were in critical condition, the 
agency said. 


At the end of August, the Mozambican army had flushed 
out a group of RENAMO guerrillas which had infiltrated 
into Chimoio. 


Republic of South Africa 


Pik Botha Urges Patience, Persistence 
MB111316 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1253 GMT 11 Sep 87 


[Text] House of Representatives, Sept 11, SAPA—A 
challenge was only attractive if it was almost insur- 
mountable, the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, 
said today. 


Replying to debate on his vote, he said that with his 
record, he had been hurt a bit by the remarks made by 
members during the debate. 


Recounting the events leading to the release of Major 
Wynand du Toit, and the patience that had to be 
exercised while the members of the negotiating parties 
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learnt to trust each other, and the exercise gained its own 
momentum, he said he had learnt a great personal lesson. 


The aircraft which was to bring Major du Toit to Maputo 
was scheduled to take off from Luanda at (0am local 
time so the swop could take place at 3pm in Maputo and 
Maj du Toit could be back in Cape Town by Spm “while 
it was still light.”” As the minutes and hours ticked by and 
the aircraft had not ieft Luanda, so the aircraft were kept 
on the ground at Bisho, Pretoria and the other with the 
Angolans on board was also kept on the ground; so he 
began to doubt whether all the work was to come to 
fruition. That night, when he heard from the pilot of the 
aircraft flying he and Maj du Toit to Cape Town that 
they had crossed the Mozambique border, “I heard a 
little voice saying: oh you of little faith, why did you 
doubt.” 


In reply to the leader of the house’s query as to why they 
weren't taken into his confidence, Mr Botha said: “not 
even my own wife knew what was going on for the last 
three weeks.” 


To illustrate the secrecy which surrounded the negotia- 
tions, he recalled how the senior Dutch negotiator, who 
was on his way to South Africa, ended up on the same 
aircraft as the Dutch ambassador's wife. He had had to 
hide on the aircraft, and when he got to Jan Smuts 
Airport, the department made special arrangements to 
sneak him off the aircraft so that members of the local 
Dutch Embassy did not see him. Neither the South 
African, nor the Dutch envoys had any idea of what was 
happening until the very end, he said. 


Even though he believed the Dutch should have given up 
Mr Klaas de Jonge to stand trial on criminal charges in 
South Africa, he would never have broken the diplo- 
matic protocol which allowed him protection in their 
embassy. 


Recounting the moves required to attain the release of 
Mr Pierre Albertini, he said: “That man behaved himself 
very badly while in this country. He has children still to 
be born he has left behind in the Ciskei.” 


“More coloureds,”” a member interjected. 


“Well I hope President Mitterrand is also concerned 
about them. But that is the sort of citizen of whom they 
are proud.” 


But the point he wished to make to the house was that if 
you exercised patience, and kept on working away, and 
you didn’t have little faith, you would achieve what you 
wanted in the end, Mr Botha said. Maybe reform was not 
fast enough, or too little too late, or there were still laws 
that had to be got rid of, the house had to look at the 
graph which did show a steady curve away from discrim- 
ination on the base of colour, race or creed. 
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Heunis Defends National Council Bill 
MB141432 Johannesburg Television Service in English 
1830 GMT 13 Sep 87 


{Interview with the South African minister of constitu- 
tional development and planning, Mr Chris Heunis, by 
Freek Robinson the on “Network” program introduced 
by Adrian Steed;—recorded] 


[Text] [Steed] The National Council Bill which was 
tabled in Parliament this weekend can introduce a water- 
shed in South African politics enabling representatives 
of all population groups to negotiate jointly on a new 
constitution for this country. In the interim period it also 
offers the black community a say in legislation intro- 
duced in Parliament. Our political correspondent Freed 
Robinson interviewed the minister of constitutional 
development and planning, Mr Chris Heunis, on this 
issue. 


[Robinson] Minister Heunis, welcome to our studio. I 
understand before we talk about the national council, we 
must first state that there will be problems in implement- 
ing the national council. So, I think we must decided 
tonight not to talk about that but to talk about the 
national council itself and its functions. To start off with 
it says in the bill that the national council will consider 
bills before they go to Parliament Does that mean there 
is a whole new prvcess before bills go to Parliament and 
that you give blacks a say right at the outset where the 
decisionmaking 1s? 


{Heunis] Yes. Quite obviously there would be no point in 
taking a bill to the council after it had gone through 
Parliament. Parliament must finally approve of all bills. 
The reason why we would refer bills to the national 
council before it reaches Parliament is to seek the 
opinion of the other leaders that are not represented in 
Parliament. The procedure would be the following: 
Should a particular bill be discussed in the council itself 
and should consensus be reached in the counc! the bill 
would be referred to the cabinet who is the final execu- 
tive institution in the country. Should the executive, that 
means the cabinet, approve of such a bill it will only then 
go to Parliament. Therefore, if it is to be a consultative 
instrument it has to consider bills and other issues before 
Parliament considers them. 


[Robinson] And could you just talk about the other 
functions of this council because, as I understand it in 
the bill, that national council can do almost anything. 


(Heunis}] The main objective of the council is to give the 
leaders of all the communities the opportunity to partic- 
ipate in the investigations and in the drafting of a new 
constitutional dispensation for South Africa. 


[Robinson] The main new point in this particular as 
opposed to the other one that was published last year, is 
the fact that there will be nine representatives «rom 
biacks who will be chosen at an election. But there are 
many other members as well on that particular council 
and only nine chosen or elected blacks. Now why that 
small number? 
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{[Heunis] Well, let me just explain. The bill was published 
for the first time in May last year. There was overwhelm- 
ing support for the concept of the forum. There has also 
been very strong representation that there should be 
elected members specifically by the black community, 
but the nine black leaders are not the only ones that are 
elected. You will remember that the chief ministers of 
the national states are also to be represented on the 
council—six of them in other words—and they come 
from an elected institution. 


[Robinson] Minister, as a government you will probably 
go into that national council with certain ideas, and you 
have stated in a statement on Friday that the agenda is 
open. How open is it? 


{[Heunis}] Well, when I said the agenda is open it means 
exacily that. Quite obviously the leaders of various 
communities that go to that forum would go there with 
their own personal convictions and eir own policies 
and principles. The whole concept of negotiation is a 
concept of give and take. Therefore it would be wrong to 
anticipate what you would do and what you would not 
do in such an institution. We have stated often and 
openly that we believe that the constitution—whatever it 
is going to be for South Africa—will have to reflect the 
communities of South Africa. How that is to be done can 
be negotiated, but we believe that groups cannot be 
dominated. Other people have different ways and means 
of how they want to protect groups and group rights, but 
it is of essence, too, that all leaders in this country believe 
that groups must be protected. They differ as to how 
groups must be defined, or some of them differ. We can 
discuss all those things but fundamentally we go there 
with the concept that all groups must participate equally 
in the government processes of this country. 


[Robinson] You have a particular problem within Par- 
liament itself now at the moment that is the Labor Party, 
who will be part of that national council, in the person of 
the chairman of the Ministers’ Council, has emphatically 
stated that the Group Areas Act must go and that is 
fundamentally based on the group principle. Now, how 
will you accommodate that particular standpoint in the 
National Council when you are going into the council 
yourself with the group principle as basically one of the 
fundamental approaches. 


[Heunis] Quite obviously, I can’t anticipate what would 
happen in the council, but I have to explain that the 
present constitution is also built on the group concept. | 
believe that if we succeed in giving the group definition 
a positive content—in other words that the concept of 
discrimination can disappear and be eradicated—that 
would change attitudes of people. Even the leader of the 
Labor Party believes in the concept of group protection. 
The whole concept of a federat:on which is proposed by 
the Labor Party is proposed amongst other things for the 
very same reason. 


[Robinson] If you say you want to eradicate discrimina- 
tion in order to get the right atmosphere, what do you 
mean by that? 
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[Heunis] If you define discrimination you would have to 
define it as discriminating against people, in other words 
that you would favor one group at the expense of the 
other, but the concept to differentiate between groups in 
my opinion is not a bad or wrong concept. 


[Robinson] But let’s be practical. If you want to eradicate 
discrimination what will you do? 


{[Heunis] Well, there are certain measures on the statute 
books. 


[Robinson] Such as? 


[Heunis}] Well, I can explain that to you. You will 
remember that there were restrictive practices in labor. 
They have been removed, because *hey were discrimina- 
tory. There were certain discriminatory practices in 
terms of the mobility and movement of people. They 
have been removed. That is what I mean by that. 


[Robinson] Yes, that has been done. Now, what is to be 
done now? 


{[Heunis] Well there are many other things that we have 
to identify. That is a continuous process of government, 
to identify areas of discrimination, if they still exist, to 
eliminate them. | haven't got a full list of these things at 
the moment but from time to time we pass legislation to 
give effect to this concept or commitment. 


[Robinson] You do realize that some of the communi- 
ties—in particular, the coloreds to come back to that 
point—do think that the Group Areas Act is still the one 
discriminatory law still standing. 


[Heunis] Well, | know that. On the other hand there is a 
different perspective by other people who believe that 
the Group Areas Act had done a lot to provide housing 
for various communities, including the colored commu- 
nity and the white community. 


[Robinson] To get back to the national council, when 
would you say, *yhen can you anticipate, will this council 
start functioning? 


{Heunis] The first we will have to do is now to get the bill 
through parliament. I still hope that we will be able to do 
it this session. Whether it can be done naturally, I cannot 
finally anticipate. We hope to have the first meeting of 
the standing committee on the constitution on Wednes- 
day the 17th [as heard] depending on whether we suc- 
ceed or not. The time schedule is determined by that. 
Should we be able to pass the bill in Parliament, then my 
colleague, the minister of home affairs, can start the 
procedures for the voters’ rolls, define regions for the 
elected members of the council. It is a long and tedious 
process. A ‘ot of further negotiations have to take place 
between the government, the president, and the leaders. 


[Robinson] Some people say an opportune time for the 
election might be the 22 October next year when there 
will be municipal elections for all communities through- 
out the country. Is that your assessment as well? 
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{[Heunis] I haven't considered it. I would not comment 
on it. 


[Robinson] But you think it might be possible to have the 
elections next year. 


{[Heunis] It might be possibie, yes. 
[Robinson] And then for implementation, in say 1989? 
{[Heunis; I believe 1989, yes. 


[Robinson] Have you received any indication from black 
leaders so far that they are willing to participate and that 
you have overcome the problems that they had? 


{[Heunis] Let me say that there have been preconditions. 
Quite obviously after the process of negotiation it was 
possible to eliminate some of the preconditions. My own 
point has always been, and I would reiterate that, and 
that is, :f there are conditions, the conditions must be put 
on the agenda of the council itself. 


[Robinson] Will you be prescriptive on who can take 
part in the election and who not? One might think about 
the UDF for instance. 


[Heunis] Well, the point is, it is not a question of whether 
the UDF takes part or not. Any organization that seeks 
peaceful reform is entitled to partake in the elections. 
The qualifications relate to the individual, the individ- 
uals that can in fact become members of the council, and 
the individuals that can vote in the election for council- 
lors. 


[Robinson] So you won't disqualify certain organiza- 
tions or people other than the normal practices in any 
election. 


{[Heunis] The normal practices that would apply, in my 
opinion, to political parties in an election of Parliament. 


[Robinson] | 8-year-olds, bankrupts, that sort of thing? 
{Heunis] Yes, insolvents and that sort of thing. 


[Robinson] But will it be written into the election regu- 
lations that those people who don't foresake violence 
can’t take part in the elections? 


[Heunis] No, but you can’t write that in. The point is this 
is a democratic process. People that want to participate 
in this particular council have commitied themselves to 
a nonviolent change in South africa. 


[Robinson] Minister, one last question. Do you think 
that this national council in itself will have an effect to 
give momentum to the reform process in South Africa? 


[Heunis] I believe it is one of the most fundamental steps 
that we have taken in South Africa in terms of constitu- 
tional changes. It reflects a commitment, firstly of a 
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negotiated settlement, secondly, a commitment for all 
communities to participate in the institutions of the 
country that affects their lives, thirdly, to do it in such a 
way as to protect the rights of all communities and all 
individuals. 


UDF Rejects Council Proposal 
MB141655 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1645 GMT 14 Sep 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Sept 14 SAPA — The Un ted 
Democratic Front (UDF) has rejected the proposed 
national council as no different from the native repre- 
sentative council of the 1940’s—an advisory body for 
blacks. 


Mr Azhar Cachalia, national treasurer of the UDF said 
the UDF expected action against anti-government bod- 
ies in the wake of their rejection of the national council, 
proposed to create a body in which elected black leaders 
would, together with leaders of other population groups, 
draft a new power-sharing constitution. [sentence as 
received] 


“We are not surprised that the government has 
embarked on yet another disastrous path with its 
national council,” Mr Cachalia said. 


The UDF believed meaningful negotiation could only 
take place if the emergency was lifted, Nelson Mandela 
and all political prisoners released, and the ANC and 
other banned organisations unbanned. 


De Kock Says Foreign Perceptions Improve 
MB120414 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2209 GMT 11 Sep 87 


[Text] Worcester Sept | | SAPA—Foreign perceptions of 
the political and economic situation and prospects in 
South Africa were improving, according to Dr Gerhard 
de Kock, governor of the South African Reserve Bank. 


Addressing the Sakekamer [Afrikaans Chamber of Com- 
merce] of Worcester this evening, he said: “This is the 
clear impressioa I gained earlier this week in Switzer- 
land, where I had the privilege of participating in discus- 
sions on a variety of international financial issues with 
the world’s leading central bank governors and various 
other financial experts. 


“I had earlier formed similar views during discussions 
with banks in London, Frankfurt, Zurich and Basle in 
June this year. 


“This is not to suggest for a moment that the overseas 
perceptions of the South African situation have now 
become favourable or that the stressesd and strains in 
South Africa’s foreign relations have diminished to any 
significant extent. Far from it. 


“The basic underlying problems are still there. But the 
situation has taken a turn for the better. Overseas 
perceptions of conditions in South Africa are undoubt- 
ediy not as distorted, misguided and inaccurate as they 
were two years ago.” 
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Dr de Kock said that two years ago, in late August 1985, 
it fell to him to fly to London, New York, Washington, 
back to New York, back to London, to Frankfurt and 
finally to Zurich in order to inform the central banks in 
those countries, the International Monetary Fund, and 
the heads of many commercial banks that South Africa 
had decided to impose a partial debt standstill with 
effect from September 2, 1985. 


He said this was “a step forced upon us by the sudden 
withdrawal by some American banks of credits previ- 
ously extended to South African banks and other busi- 
ness enterprises. 


“As these foreign banks repeatedly emphasised, they 
took this action not because of any concern about South 
Africa’s purely economic fundamentals or its monetary 
and fiscal policies, but because of the political uncertain- 
iy, fears and pressures created by the social unrest, the 
state of emergency and the intensified threats of disin- 
vestment and economic sanctions. 


“Since the purpose of overseas visit at that time could 
obviously not be divulged until after the debt standstill 
had been announced, which was only scheduled for 
Sunday, September |, the media understandably jumped 
to the conclusion that I was trying to obtain new foreign 
loans and credits in order to forestall the debt standstill. 


“This was quite inaccurate. On that particular visit I did 
not raise the possibility of new loans with any bank, nor 
was I offered any new financial assistance by anybody. 


“Following inquiries made by two of our top officials in 
Europe in July, we had known for more than a month 
that because of the political situation it would be impos- 
sible to obtain adequate additional funds in Europe in 
open substitution for the amount being withdrawn by the 
American banks in question. 


“And the decision to close the foreign exchange market 
for three days and to impose a partial debt standstill had 
already been taken in Pretoria before I left for London. 


“No country in the world can repay all its short-term 
foreign credits within a matter of months, and in the 
circumstances South Africa had noc .ion but to impose 
such a partial debt standstill. 


“The purpose of my overseas visit was to inform the 
main creditor institutions personally and at the highest 
level of this state of affairs and of our plans for dealing 
with the matter. That is the accepted practice among 
bankers,” Dr de Kock said. 


He added that during that visit the extent to which 
foreign perceptions of the political and economic out- 
look in Scuth Africa had deteriorated was brought home 
to him. 


Every day he saw the “biased, distorted and grossly 
exaggerated televis.on and other media coverage of the 
social unrest in South Africa—the stone-throwing, arson, 
necklacing, funerals, law enforcement by the police and 
50 on. 
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“The consequence of this sensational media reporting 
was that foreign bankers, investors and others with 
important business coniacts with South Africa were 
exposed to greatly increased pressure from anti-apart- 
heid organisations, the churches, student groups and 
other liberal movements, which threatened to boycott 
them for dealing with this country. 


“Moreover, following the events of July 1985, they 
themselves were increasingly plagued by fears that the 
situation in South Afrmca might reach revolutionary 
proportions and that there might either be a Marxist 
take-over of one kind or another or that the country 
might be rendered ungovernable. 


As is well known, the effects on the South African 
economy of these deteriorating perceptions were serious. 


“Particularly harmful was the net outflow of foreign 
capital of R15.5 billion which occurred during the two 
years 1985 and 1986, and which necessitated major and 
painful economic adjustments”. 


Dr de Kock said there was a temporary reprieve during 
the early months of 1986, efter the unfavourable balance 
of payments “leads and lags” had worked themselves out 
for the time being, and after the state president's reform- 
ist speech at the opening of Parliament in January 1986. 


For a while the pressure on the gold and foreign exchange 
reserves was reduced and both the commercial and the 
financial rand strengthened in the foreign exchange 
markets. 


During the second quarter of 1986, however, and partic- 
ularly during the weeks preceding Soweto Day on June 
16, 1986, the overseas perceptions deteriorated once 


again. 


At that time many foreign bankers, investors and other 
observers feared that Soweto Day might usher in a new 
period of revolution and unrest. 


“It so happened that I was in London and on the 
Continent of Europe in the week prior to June 1986, and 
I can confirm that the media coverage of South African 
developments at that stage was more sensational, biased 
and inaccurate than ever before. 


“Not surprisingly in those circumstances, the commer- 
cial rand declined to 36 U.S. cents and the finar ~al rand 
fell to as low as 17 1/2 U.S. cents at one stage just before 
Soweto Day. 


“That so many intelligent foreign observers could hav.: 
allowed themselves to be taken in by euch grossly exag- 
gerated and distorted reporting is unbelievable. But it 
happened.” 


Dr de Kock said that in restrospect, it was clear that 
overseas perceptions of the South African situation 
reached a lower turning-point just before Soweto Day on 
June 16 1986. 
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Since that time they had improved “significantly, and as 
I indicated at the beginning of this address, this process 
appears to be continuing”. 


“One major reason for the improved foreign perceptions 
has clearly been the successful maintenance of law and 
order in South Africa, particularly after the security 
measures introduced in May [as received] 1986. Some of 
these measures, such as the media restrictions, have 
understandably evoked much criticism both inside and 
outside South Africa, but they do appear to have served 
a useful purpose in countering intimidation and terror- 
ism, and to have contributed materially to the improved 
security sitwation. 


“Many overseas investors and businessmen who in June 
1986 still had greatly distorted perceptions of conditions 
in South Africa, now realise that the authorities are in 
control of the security situation and quite capable of 
maintaining the law and order necessary for the expan- 
sion of economic activity”. 


Dr de Kock said another major reason for improved 
foreign perceptions was the way in which South Africa 
had adjusted its balance of payments and other eco- 
nomic variables to the changed situation, thereby laying 
the foundation for new expansion. 


“In this regard, foreign observers have noted the 
achievement of a large surplus on the balance of pay- 
ments on current account for three consecutive years, the 
repayment of vast amounts of foreign debt, the doubling 
of the official gold and foreign exchange reserves over 
the past year, and the appreciation of the commercial 
rand against a trade-weighted basket of currencies of 
about 29 per cent since June 12 1986. 


“International bankers understand these things. They 
recognise a good balance of payments adjustment per- 
formance when they see one. They know that it is not 
easy for a developing country which is traditionally a net 
importer of foreign capital to transform itself at short 
notice into a capital-exporting economy. 


“They know that this requires sacrifices and a willing- 
ness to accept a temporary decline in the standard of 
living. And they acknowledge South Africa's achieve- 
ments in this regard. 


“These experienced international bankers are not 
impressed by pious declarations of intent or by what they 
term making-one-feel-good speeches. They are only 
impressed by results. 


“South Africa has produced the required results. Among 
other things it has met all its foreign interest and 
dividend commitments and has fully complied with all 
the prov'sions of both the first xnd the second interim 
debt arranger.cnts”. 


According to Dr de Kock, the large capital owtSlow and, 
to a lesser extent, the trade sanctions, have temporarily 
slowed down economic growth in South Africa and 
therefore also in most other sub-Saharan African coun- 
tries. 
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“In this way they have harmed the interests of the very 
people they were intended to help. But they have neither 
promoted political reform nor brought the economy to 


its knees. 


“On the contrary, the South Afncan economy has 
responded to the pressure with an impressive demon- 
stration of balance of payments adjustment, strengthen- 
ing of the reserves, interest servicing and debt repay- 
ment”. 


Dr de Kock said the South African authorities had also 
avoided the mistake of overreacting to the sanctions and 
disinvestment campaign by, for example, retaliating 
against neighbouring countnes. 


“They rightly judged that the emotional and irrational 
way in which many people abroad were promoting 
sanctions and disinvestment did not provide adequate 
reason for South Africa to play into the hands of its 
enemies by reacting in an equally emotional and irratio- 
nal way. 


“In dealing with sanctions and disinvestment, South 
Africa therefore chose a rational and well-considered 
strategy, and the whole of southern Africa is now reaping 
the benefits of this approach. 


“In conclusion, a word of caution seems appropriate. It 
has been my privilege today to present to you a positive 
account of how overseas perceptions of the situation in 
South Africa have improved and how well the South 
African economy has met the challenges posed by sanc- 
tions, disinvestment and the capital outflow in general. 
But while we have won a battle, the war is far from over. 


“The basic underlying problems that threaten to isolate 
us from the rest of the world have not yet been solved. 
The outflow of capital, the emigrat on of skilled people, 
the large discount on the financial rand and the decline 
in fixed and inventory investment, are all sending us 
messages that we should heed. 


“They are telling us that, whatever improvements we 
bring about in our short and long-term economic strate- 
gies, we must first and foremost convince both the 
outside world and ourselves that we are continuing on 
the road of peaceful and evolutionary political and 
constitutional reform. 


“It 1s both ironical and tragic that more recognition has 
not been given by the outside world to the far-reaching 
political reforms that have already been brought about in 
South Africa in recent years. 


“Great strides have been made in dismantling apartheid 
and in finding constitutional and other answers to this 


country’s vexed pelitical problems. 


“Anyone who understands South Africa politics will 
know that this has required enormous political courage. 


“We must not, however, be discouraged by the criticism 
and lack and support from abroad as well as from inside 
South Africa. We must not allow the antagonism, the 
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double standards, the selective morality and the hypoc- 
risy of many critics to harden our attitudes. 


“We must press on with reform. And we must publicise 
the prog. ss widely and effectively. Only in this way shall 
we be able to convince reasonable opinion b,oad that 
South Africa has a prosperous economic and politica! 
future. 


“It is therefore encouraging to know that the South 
African Government has a deciared policy of continu- 
ing with political and constitutional reform in a man- 
ner and at a tempo which the government will deter- 
mine in negotiation with other interested parties in 
South Africa,” Dr de Kock said. 


Secret Panel Advising S. Botha on Censorship 
MB111614 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 11-17 Sep 87 pp 1,2 


[By Anton Harber] 


[Text] The first details have emerged of the secret panel 
of experts who will advise Minister of Home Affairs 
Stoffel Botha on censorship. 


One of the first appointees is Dr Isaak de Vries, a 
political scientist at Rand Afrikaans University [RAU] 
in Johannesburg. 


De Vries is best known for his eviclence as an “expert” 
State witness in about 20 political trials. At one stage he 
was regularly called to give evidence about banned 
organisatiors and the “revolutionary onslaught.” 


His best-known performance was in the |985 Pieterma- 
ritzburg treason trial of 16 UDF and trade union leaders 
which collapsed after he was subjected to intensive 
cross-examination. 


Since then he has had a low profile, studying for his Phd 
and teaching at RAU. 


And yesterday, the Department of Home Affairs released 
its promised reading list “on relevant aspects of revolu- 
tion, communication and social research methodology.” 


Botha promised the list to editors in a recent meeting to 
assist them in understanding the basis on which he 
would “scientiically” detertsine which newspapers are 
“revolutionary supporting.” 


The list of 29 Sooks ranges from a 1913 classic,“ The 
Psychology of Revolution” by G. Le Bon, to Hannah 
Arendt’s “On Revolution,” to an article by De Vries 
himself. 


Asked to comment on the list yesterday, Professor Her- 
mann Giliomee of the University of Cape Town said at 
first glance it was striking how dated the books were. 


Professor Alf Stadler of the University of the Wicwaters- 
rand said Arendt, who wrote that “Boers” were “natural 
fascists,” was a surprising choice. “Apart from her dis- 
paraging description of Afrikaners, she also had a great 
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admiration for revolutionaries like Rosa Luxemburg and 
Bertolt Brecht,” he said. 


He said that although there were some very good books 
on the list, “the fact that they go back 30 years to the 
classics for most of them suggest they are using a reading 
list from a third-rate library. 


“It 1s also notewortny that some really important con- 
temporary writes are excluded,” he said. 


Other books on the list are P. Calvert's “Revolution” 
(1956), E. Babbie’s* The Practice of Social Research” 
(1979), H. Ekstein’s “On the Etiology of Internal War" 
(1970), W.J. Goode and P.K. Hatt's “Methods in Social 
Research” (1952), M.M. Hagopian’s “The Phenomenon 
of Revolution” (1974), O.R. Holsti’s* Content Analysis 
for the Social Sciences and Humanities” (1969) M. 
Rejai’s* Comparative Study of Revolutionary Strategy” 
(1977), R. Taber's" War of the Flea” (1966) and three 
works by T.R. Gurr. 


In an interview yesterday, Stoffel Botha, under whose 
control the new Directorate: Media Relations falls, 
repeated his refusal to name the panel of experts who will 
advise him on the implementation of the regulations. 


He said it would be “counterproductive” to name the 
experts and he did not want to subject them to possible 
harassment. Furthermore, he was not yet certain whom 
they would be. 


However, he confirmed that De Vries was among them. 


Both has previously said the panel would be rade up of 
experts from various fields, including communications, 
journalism, psychology and sociology. he asked the press 
not to picture them as “a faceless mafia.” 


Speaking from the ministry in Cape Town yesterday, De 
Vries confirmed he had been appointed on a part-time 
basis. He believed he was chosen on the basis of his work 
as a State witness on “revolutionary matters.” 


“My evidence has never been rejecied,” he said. “Al- 
though some newspapers gave me a bad time for the 
Pietermaritzburg triai that was not the full story. That 
was one occasion where some people said I looked a fool, 
but there was more to it.” 


In one much-quoted incident from the trial, De Vries 
made claims about Natal Indian Congress [NIC] activi- 
ties during the 1960s. When advocate Ismaz' } .ahomed 
pointed out it was “a well-known fact” the NIC was 
dormant during the 1960s, De Vries said: 


“I could have answered you now and say no, there was 
no activity but the point is I don’t know and I haven't 
lied about it. Perhaps they held a samoosz sale to gather 
some money?” 


Mahomed: “Why do you refer to a samoosa sale?” 
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De Viies: “Well, I mean, I love samoosas and I know the 
Indian people usually make them...” 


Mahomed: “Yes, very well.” 


De Vries’ evidence was cut short and 12 of the accused 
were acquitted shertly afterwards. 


Parliamentarians Discuss Defense Force Role 
MB141841 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1548 GMT 14 Sep 87 


[Text] House of Assembly, Sept 14, SAPA—The two 
MP’s who went to meet the African National Congress in 
Dakar were the best qualified to tell Parliament what the 
latest thinking of the ANC was, Mr Leon Wessels (NP 
Krugersdorp) said today. 


He said Mr Peter Gast.ow, the PFP defence spokesman, 
had spoken during the debate on the defence budget vote 
with “threais and vagueness” instead of informing the 
house of the ANC’s 1987 interpretation of the Freedom 
Charter. 


“The member for Durban Central can, more than any- 
one else, can explain the viewpoints of the ANC. 


“For some time I have been looking forward to him 
telling us precisely what the 1987 Freedom Charter 


interpretation is.” 


But neither Mr Gastrow nor Mr Pierre Cronje (PFP 
Greytown) had bothered to brief the house on their 
conclusions drawn from the Dakar meeting with the 
ANC. 


Mr Wessels said the defence force was achieving three 
important goals by remaining in the townships. 


It assisted the police in combatting crime, it assisted in 
breaking the 1 100d of despondency by protecting those 
who were working on socio-economic upliftments pro- 
gramme inside the townships, and it was changing the 
attitude of submissiveness prevalent among those who 
had been intimidated and threatened. 


Dr Willie Snyman (CP Pietersburg) said the reason the 
Conservative Party members had not gone on the recent 
MP's trip to the border was because a junior member of 
the Nationa) Party had talked about the trip in the House 
before they had gone. 


It was as a protest at this, not because they feared the 
defence force was incapable of tending tw their safety, 
that the party had elected to withdraw from the trip. 


He also asked how it was possible (o justify to people 
outside why the government was supporting UNITA in 
the west, but were against Renamo in the east. 


The reasons for backing UNITA against communist 
expansionism in Angola were just as pertinent in 
Mozambique. 
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The minister should explain how the two could be 
differentiated. 


Dr J.J. Vilonel (NP Langlaagte) said Mr Jan van Gend 
(PFP Groote Schuur) had only brought joy to the African 
National Congress’ A Communist Party alliance by say- 
ing how his (Mr van Gends) son had been fed a lot of 
“horse manure” about the country in the SADF. 


South Africans of all races and colours knew that he was 
talking nonsense. 


However, it might give the ANC the encouragement it 
needed to perpetrate a few more necklace murders. 


These would not rest on Mr van Gend’s conscience, 
because he didn’t have one, Dr Vilonel said. 


He had served in the defence force as had both his sons, 
and they knew that Mr van Gend’s allegations were just 
not true. 


If politicians were prepared to sing “ons sal lewe, ons sal 
sterwe vir jou suid Afrika” [We will live and we will die 
for you South Africa] at political meetings, they should 
be prepared to sing it alongside soldiers in the border 
area, Mr J.P.1. Blanche (NP Boksburg) said today. 


Speaking in the defence vote, he said the Conservative 
Party should keep politics out of the SADF. 


The country could not afford to mix defence and politics. 


He and his wife made regular use of the organised border 
visits they were offered so that they could contact young 
men from their home town and report back to the 
paren. On one visit, his wife had taken a photograph of 
a suntanned youth and promised to give it to his mother. 
She had telephoned the mother, who was ples. ntly 
surprised, on her return to Cape Town, and promised to 
deliver the photograph. “Fourteen days later, alongside a 
grave, she gave the photograph to the mother. She (the 
mother) still has that photo. There | want to ask that we 
should not make this sort of border visit into a political 
issue. 


Relatives had great appreciation for what parliamentar- 
ians did for their sons. 


The CP had been playing politics when it withdrew from 
a border visit when its baggage was already on the 
aeroplane. 


NP members would let nothing keep them away from the 
border. 


UDF's Lekota on Organization Goals, Purpose 
MB111312 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1189 GMT 11 Sep 87 


[Text] Pretoria Sept 11 SAPA — If blame had to be 
apportioned for the for. nation of the United Democratic 
Front (UDF) in 1983, then it belonged to the govern- 
ment which had introduced a dispensation that had 
failed to satisfy peopie. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


This was suid yesterday by Mr Patrick “terror” Lekota 
(39), the UDF’s national publicity secretary, one of 19 
men standing trial in the Pretoria Supreme Court on 
charges of high treason, and alternative charges ranging 
from terrorism and subversion, to murder. 


Yesterday, his second day in the witress box, Mr Lekcta 
told Mr Justice van Dijkhorst and his assessor: “I think 
that the UDF was inspired by the step of the government 
to introduce the new dispensation. If anyone else has to 
be blamed for the formation of the "DF, it must be the 
government.” 


He said the organisation's main uniting purpose v te) 
address the question of the New Constitution Ac 

the Koornhof bills,”’ —- such as the Black Local Authui- 
ities Act. The reaction to the results of the referendum in 
which whites gave an overwhelming “yes” vote for the 
new Constitution was “sharp” and the leader of Inkatha, 
Dr Mangosuthy Buthelezi, invited the ANC and the 
PAC to join his movement" in what h< called a marriage 
of convenience,” Mr Lekota said. 


It was felt that something urgent had to be done to 
“persuade the government to abandon the road it had 
chosen.” The government had to be convinced “just how 
strongly the majority of our people felt about being 
excluded” from the decision-making process. 


Mr Lekota then referred to blacks quoted in the press as 
being in favour of the new dispensation. “There are 
people evidently in our communities who are defeated 
and have no spirit and say nothing even when things are 
wrong...” The “ja baases” [yes, boss], were the “perfect 
tool of a dictator. To see that people are excluded from 
Parliament and «ry that its good. I dont understand :'" 


Before the UDF was launched, bogus pamphlets were 
distributed in the country’s main centres “informing the 
public that the national launch was no longer going on.” 
Mr Lekota said the members of the advance planning 
committee, which included himself, “had nothing to do 
with this pamphlet; in fact we were shocked.” 


When asked if the UNF intended to make South Africa 
ungovernable, Mr Lekota said “that’s new to me,” and 
told the court that from its foundation the organisation 
had made it clear it attempted to bring about change 
through non-violent means. “I deny that the UDF was 
preparing South Africa for violent revolution.” 


When asked if he had access to banned ANC literature, 
Mr Lekota said the first time he saw the works was when 
the state introduced them as exhibits. 


The state is attempting to prove the UDF conspired with 
the African National Congress and the South African 
Commu.ist P’rty to overthrow the government. 


The case continues. 
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Inkatha’s Dhlomo Educating Natal About Indaba 
MB112005 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1852 GMT 11 Sep 87 


[Text] Durban Sept 11 SAPA—Inkatha’s and the Kwa- 
Zulu Legislative Assembly’s acceptance of the KwaZu- 
lu/Natal Indaba proposals meant it now enjoyed poten- 
tially more support than the country’s total white 
electorate. This was said at an Indaba meeting in Durban 
this afternoon by Dr Oscar Dhlomo, in his capacity as 
co-convener of the Indaba. He is also KwaZulu’s minis- 
ter of education and culture, and Inkatha secretary- 
general. 


Addressing about 130 of Natal’s top businessmen, Dr 
Dhlomo said there had been a “‘mixed picture” from the 
government to the Indaba message. ““The message is one 
which proves that the people of this country are still 
prepared to negotiate, rather than to fight about our 
future’. “The Indaba ideas seem to hover about in the 
South African political scene. It 1s certainly not dead,” 
Dr Dhlomo said. 


While the Indaba waited for the government to decide 
what to do about the Indaba, “we are educating our 
people to the proposals of Indaba, in possible anticipa- 
tion of a referendum on them”’. 


“IT would have thought government would applaud the 
idea of the Indaba, as it showed that negotiation was still 
possible even in a climate of disinvestment, isolation, 
and violence”. 


Pointing out the potential support for Indaba, now that 
Inkatha and the KwaZulu Legislative Assembly had 
accepted its proposals, Dr Dhlomo told his audience that 
“rural, urban, literate, semi-literate and totally illiterate 
people must be given the message of Indaba” before the 
referendum was reached. “‘That to us is the essence of 
democracy. The simple peasant in rural area is as enti- 
tled to have his say, as the suave businessman living in a 
plush suburb of Natal, and he is entitled to know what 
the Indaba is all about”. 


Dr Dhlomo said he hoped that, when government— 
which has wavered since Dr Stoffel van der Merwe’s 
rejection of the proposals shortly before the May 6 white 
general election—would come around to consideration 
of a referendum, “then a!! people must know about our 
proposals.” 


Customs, Reserve Bank Trade Figures Differ 
MB141041 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
14 Sep 87 pp 1 and 2 


[Greta Steyn] 


[Text] A spanner has been thrown into the works of some 
sophisticated econometric models because of discrepan- 
cies between trade figures released monthly by the 
Department of Customs and Excise end those supplied 
quarterly by the Reserve Bank. 
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In the first quarter of this year, the bank’s figure for SA’s 
trade surplus of R4.6bn was about R1.1bn more than the 
figure of R3.5bn supplied by Customs and Excise. 


While there is normally some difference between the 
figures, a discrepancy this wide can throw econometric 
models into disarray, especially when it comes to fore- 
casting SA’s trade surplus for the year. 


Econometrix economist Tony Twine says econometric 
models are at the mercy of the historical data fed into 
them. 


“If you put nonsense in, you will get nonsense out,”’ he 
says. 


Explaining the difference, a Reserve Bank spokesmen 
said the bank had to adjust Customs and Excise figures 
in order to compile statistics for SA’s balance of pay- 
ments position. This was standard practice and was done 
according to IMF guidelines, he said. 


For instance, a time adjustment was made — Customs 
and Excise recorded a transaction at the time of ship- 
ment but, in the Reserve Bank’s books, it was regarded as 
a transaction only once a sale had taken place. Diamonds 
and karakul pelts were examples of goods that were 
shipped but sold later. 


A valuation adjustment was made as well as an adjust- 
ment for service payments included in Customs and 
Excise trade figures. 


When asked why the discrepancy for the first quarter was 
abnormaily high, the Reserve Bank spokesman said it 
was due to normal adjustments. He could not supply 
specific details of goods involved in the adjustments, as 
the information was regarded as confidential. 


Twine believes drastic revision of historical data com- 
plicates econometric forecasting. But, he says, one 
should not try to arrive at absolute values through an 
econometric model — it merely serves to indicate a 
direction, he says. 


‘Unfair’ Taxation Inhibiting Economic Growth 
MB141011 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
14 Sep 87 p 1 


[By Mick Collins] 


[Text] Unfair taxation is endangering any hope of fur- 
ther growth in the economy, say the directors of govern- 
ment’s Industrial Development Corporation (IDC). 


And unless government acts to provide some measure of 
tax relief, consumer spending, which has already shown 
signs of weakness, may again enter a phase of decline. 


Warning that urgent attention should be given to factors 
inhibiting economic growth, the normally-conservative 
IDC says the imbalance in the tax burden has resulted in 
the virtual elimination of private savings. 
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“The imbalance, which has developed over the past 
number of years, has largely been responsible for the 
reduction in the level of disposable income and damping 
in consumer spending.” 


In its annual report presented to Economic Affairs Minister 
Danie Steyn, the IDC says it is of particular importance that 
the current growth phase must not lose momentum. 


“A period of sustained economic growth is essential in 
order to create new employment opportunities, raise 
standards of living and facilitate structural political 
changes in SA.” 


Another factor which has had a detrimental effect, is the 
strengthening of the exchange rate in the past year, 
during which domestic inflation remained substantially 
higher than the rates of SA’s main trading partners. 


The trend has largely eliminated the benefit to local indus- 
try of an undervalued carrency and during the past six 
months the growth in exports of manufactured goods, 
measured at a constant exchange rate, has already started to 
decline. 


The prospect of a stronger rand being used as an anti- 
inflationary measure is Causing concern among industrial 
exporters and a “clear official statement on exchange rate 
policy would assist in promoting industrial exports.” 


It also says despite state initiatives concerning Mossel Bay 
and the Lesotho Water scheme, it is unfortunate that other 
capital capital expenditure programmes were cut back. 


Turning to its own affairs, the IDC says its high expec- 
tations for an upturn in the investment cycle in industry 
in the past financial year to June did not materialise. 


KwaNdebele Police Official Killed in Ambush 
MB131032 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 13 Sep 


[Text] The commissioned head of the country’s police guard 
unit, Lieutenant Hannes Fourie, and his son, Mark, have 
been shot dead in an apparent ambush. They were shot at 
close range with an AK-47 rifle while they were waiting in 
their car near Dennilton on the road to Siyabuswa. 
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Fourie had been seconded from the Natal police force to 
KwaNdebele 8 months ago. His son, Constable Fou- 
rie, was an instructor at the police college in Pretoria and 
had been spending the weekend with his parents at 
(Maboho). 


Brigadier (Lerm) paid tribute to Lt Fourie, saying that he 
had established a very successful guard unit in the 
national state in a very short time. He said the murder 
and robbery unit of KwaNdebele was investigating the 
case but that no one had been arrested. Lieutenant 
Fourie leaves his wife and two daughters. 


Security Forces Kill 3 Suspected ANC 14 Sep 
MB1410:4 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1011 GMT 14 Sep 87 


[Text] Pretoria Sept 14 SAPA—Three suspected mem- 
bers of the African National Congress were shot dead in 
a running gunbattle with a combined Police/SADF force 
in the far northern Transvaal after they apparently 
entered South Africa from Zimbabwe. 


No security force casualties were reported and three 
AK4?7 assault rifles, eight Makarov pistols, handgre- 
nades and other equipment were seized, the SADF 
reported. 


The shootouts began on Friday afternoon when the 
SADF tracked down a group of insurgents on a farm in 
the Alldays area, killing one in a brief skirmish about 
6pm. 


Follow-up operations continued throughout Friday night 
and two more suspected insurgents were killed in a clash 
with police and SADF members on a farm in the 
Pontdrif area about 4pm on Saturday. 


An SADF spokesman said the Pontdrif skirmish took 
place after a farmer reported the presence of “suspicious 


people”’. 


It is believed the clash took place on the farm Driepan. 
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Benin 


Kerekou, GUNT’s Goukouni Discuss Chad 
AB152247 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 14 Sep 87 


[Excerpts] President Mathieu Kerekou this morning 
received GUNT President Goukouni Oueddei who was 
accompanied to the presidential office by Foreign Min- 
ister Guy Landry Hazoume. The GUNT president dis- 
cussed with President Kerekou two points relating to the 
Chadian issue—the situation of the Chadian community 
in Benin, for which he sincerely commended Benin for 
its hospitality and humanism, and the present situation 
in Chad. [passage omitted] After the meeting he had this 
to tell the press: 


[Begin recording] [Goukouni] We have a large Chadian 
community in Benin, and as a result of the situation 
prevailing in our country, particularly the developments 
on the political scene, I have decided to come to Benin to 
meet with my fellow countrymen to explain the situa- 
tion. We took this opportunity to pay a courtesy call on 
President Mathieu Kerekou who has often honored his 
revolutionary commitments. We had the privilege to 
brief him at length on the national reconciliation pro- 
cess—which, we believe, is deadlocked today—and on 
the situation in general, because Chad is making news 
internationally. We also discussed at length the situation 
of the Chadian refugees residing in Benin. We once more 
thanked the head of state for his revolutionary stand on 
Chad and thanked his government, the party, and the 
Beninese people who have always maintained a perfect 
understanding with our fellow countrymen. We are very 
satisfied with the discussions we had with the head of 
state. 


[Reporter] What can you tell us about the recent devel- 
opments in Chad? 


{Goukouni] You know that the Chadian problem is very, 
very complicated. Once we thought that the problem 
would be resolved through national reconciliation, and 
we believed in this. But after 6 months of discussions we 
did not achieve any concrete results. Ndjamena is not 
prepared to hold sincere discussions with us, and we are 
unable to return home in the well-known interest of our 
country. This is why we have deemed it useful and even 
necessary to inform all those who are following the 
situation and to try to reorganize ourselves to determine 
what we can do in the future. 


Concerning the war prevailing in the country, I believe that 
it is Ndjamena which, certainly incited by external powers, 
seeks to create an atmosphere of permanent crisis to make 
the international public believe that it is in overt conflict 
with a neighboring country and that there are no domestic 
problems in Chad. This is what we have noted. As long as the 
problem of national reconciliation is not resolved, we believe 
there will be no change in the situation. 


[Reporter] Do you think this reconciliation can be 
achieved? 
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{[Goukouni] We believe that, first of all, the OAU, 
which nearly overlooked the inter-Chadian aspect 
ofour country’s problem, must reexamine the issue 
and try to help us to resolve it. We also believe that 
African countries and those outside the continent 
who have been following th. problem can help resolve 
it by bringing pressure to bear on Ndjamena so that 
reconciliation can be achieved. If this fails, we believe 
that the crisis will worsen and there will be once again 
(?be conflict between the) 16th and 12th parallels. 
[end recording] 


Burkina Faso 


Sankara Returns From Ethiopia, Libya Trip 
AB150821 Ouagagoudou Domestic Service in French 
0630 GMT 15 Sep 87 


[Excerpts] Captain Thomas Sankara, CNR chairman 
and president of Burkina Faso, returned to Ouagadou- 
gou yesterday from Addis Ababa at about 0015 GMT 
after a stopover in Sidra, Libya, where he held lengthy 
talks with Mu‘ammar al-Qadhdhafi, the leader of the 
Libyan revolution. It should be recalled that Capt 
Thomas Sankara went to Addis Ababa to attend the 
festivities commemorating the 13th anniversary of the 
Ethiopian revolution. Upon arrival yesterday at the 
Ouagadougou international airport, Capt Thomas 
Sankara was welcomed by the minister of justice, the 
minister of state delegate at the Presidency, and several 
members of the revolutionary government. 


In an interview granted to the national press, President 
Thomas Sankara said that through his presence in Addis 
Ababa, he wanted to emphasize the solidarity of Burki- 
nabe people to the Ethiopian people during this memo- 
rable day. But beyond this solidarity, Comrade Thomas 
Sankara said that there is a particular significance to his 
trip to the Ethiopian capital. 


[Begin recording] [passage omitted] [Reporter] Comrade 
President, leaders of several countries—among them the 
current OAU chairman, Zambian President Kenneth 
Kaunda—were present in Addis Ababa. Could you tell 
us if, concurrent with the summit, you held talks on the 
recent developments in Africa, notably on the Chad- 
Libyan conflict? 


[Sankara] As the leader of a country who regularly sent 
emissaries everywhere in order to hold discussions on 
how to find a peaceful solution to the Chadian conflict, 
it is obvious that we took this opportunity to discuss with 
the OAU chairman as well as other heads of state and 
leaders, the possibilities of finding a peaceful solution to 
the conilict raging in this part of our continent. We held 
talks on the efforts to be made by each of us and how to 
consolidate the results already achieved. That is why we 
met with President Kaunda and other leaders. 


[Reporter] What is the outcome of these meetings, Com- 
rade President? 
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[Sankara] The outcome can be described as positive. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


Liberia 


Doe Approves Interim 6-Month Budget 
AB111131 Monrovia Radio ELWA in Euglish 
2000 GMT 10 Sep 87 


[Text] The president, Dr Samuel Kanyon Doe, has 
approved the interim budget in the amount of 
$157.365 million, passed recently by the Liberian 
legislature providing for the expenses of government 
for the period July | to December 31, and granting 
certain authorizations of the president of Liberia in 
respect [words indistinct]. 


The act, which approves the interim budget of the 
Government of Liberia, authorizes the minister of 
finance to pay the expenses of the government under 
warrant of the president from July | to December 31, 
1987. A Capitol Building release issued today said the 
act stipulates that the president is also authorized to 
review the budget and revenue accounts quarterly and, 
when necessary, make adjustments and allowances of 
projects or programs. The president is further authorized 
to make budgetary transfer as may be necessary to give 
priority to the more essential items of the government 
operations, provided, however, that such transfers 
should not exceed the sum total of the budget. However, 
the bill underscores that no transfer should be made 
from the budget of any branch without prior consulta- 
tions of that branch of government. 


UPP Chairman Says Government ‘Unstable’ 
AB141835 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT 14 Sep 87 


[Text] United People’s Party [UPP] Chairman G. Bac- 
chus Matthews says the government is politically unsta- 
ble. According to today's edition of the Daily Observer, 
the UPP chairman said the government is deceived by 
claims that it is legitimate. (?It is) therefore facing 
challenges to its power, not just policies. 


Addressing the Press Club of the Press Union of Liberia 
at the weekend, Mr Matthews said any change in the 
national leadership in Liberia outside the constitution 
will cause delay and push the next elections much 
beyond 1991. The paper further said that the party has 
therefore observed that elections will only be possible in 
1991 only if all Liberians will work together to keep the 
country quiet. It will be possible only if President Samuel 
Kanyon Doe is still in power. 


NDPL Leader Reacts 
AB142258 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 14 Sep 87 


[Text] The acting chairman of the National Demo- 
cratic Party of Liberia [NDPL], Mrs Miata Sherman, 
has reacted sharply to a local newspaper front page 
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captioned: Coup Could Delay 1991 Elections, attribu- 
tingthe statement to the United People’s Party [UPP] 
Chairman G. Bacchus Matthews. For more on that 
story, here is (Bob Tsemgbey): 


[(Tsemgbey]) In yesterday's edition, the Daily Observer 
newspaper quoted Mr Matthews as saying one has to 
look at the state of certain conditions which ought to 
exist in the country toward 1991 to allow for free and 
fair elections. According to Liberia News Agency, in 
her reaction Mrs Sherman expressed dismay and utter 
surprise that Mr Matthews could be pessimistic about 
the future of Liberia, which he claims to be a part of 
and is contributing to the well-being of its people. She 
said at this stage of our national life, it is expected that 
all patriotic Liberians should be anticipating the future 
with optimism and renewed commitment to exposing 
those ideas and carrying out concrete action-oriented 
programs which will improve the quality of life of our 


people. 


The acting NDPL chairman stressed that the Liberian 
people no longer wish to be subjected to conditions that 
will push them backward and toward disunity. That is 
indeed such [words indistinct]. The NDPL continues to 
emphasize all those positive and constructive acts which 
are daily increasingly bringing more popularity and 
gaining the support of a wide spectrum of the Liberian 
people. These facts can be attested to by the many 
commendations and petitions President Samuel Doe 
continues to receive from various civic groups and 
individuals in support of his development programs and 
other policies. 


Nigeria 


Press Views Development of ‘Black Bomb’ 


AB151040 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 15 Sep 87 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The Nigerian Chronicle and the Observer write 
on the issue of the development of the black bomb for 
the country as advocated by the external affairs min- 
ister, Prof Bolaji Akinyemi, recently. The papers share 
the same opinion on the issue. The Chronicle feels that 
the development of the black bomb is not as bad as it 
sounds. While the Observer and the Chronicle agree 
that Nigeria cannot produce such weapons now in the 
face of hunger and poverty, they remark that the 
country may be in a position to put the idea in an 
agenda. The Observer, on its part, points out that 
Nigeria is closer to the goal of developing such a 
weapon than any other nation on the African Conti- 
nent. The paper believes that the drive should be 
intensified if it requires the diversion of funds from 
other sectors. [sentence as heard] 
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